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Yes Health Care

Health care will pass – moderate dems will ultimately cave under pressure

Martina Stewart, staff writer, 11-22-2009, “Brown predicts key moderates ultimately will support reform,” CNN, http://politicalticker.blogs.cnn.com/2009/11/22/brown-predicts-key-moderates-ultimately-will-support-reform/

A liberal Senate Democrat said Sunday that he thinks four key moderate members of the Senate Democratic Caucus will ultimately support Democratic efforts to pass a health care reform bill. Composed of 58 Democrats and two Independents who caucus with the Democrats, the Senate Democratic Caucus potentially has the 60 votes necessary to break a Republican filibuster of the health care reform bill crafted by Senate Majority Leader Harry Reid. But Democratic Sens. Ben Nelson of Nebraska, Blanche Lincoln of Arkansas, and Mary Landrieu of Louisiana along with Democrat-turned-Independent Sen. Joe Lieberman of Connecticut have all expressed substantive concerns about various provisions of the bill crafted by Senate Majority Leader Harry Reid and now set for debate before the Senate. Lincoln, Landrieu, and Lieberman have also said they do not want a public health insurance option in the final bill while Nelson has raised concerns about coverage for abortion and other issues. On Sunday’s State of the Union, Ohio Democratic Sen. Sherrod Brown said he thought all four would ultimately back the Democratic bill. “I think, in the end, I don’t want four Democratic senators dictating to the other 56 of us and to the country, when the public option has this much support, that it’s not going to be in [the final bill],” Brown told CNN Chief National Correspondent John King. “But in the end,” Brown added, “I think that all four of our colleagues survey this – look at this bill in the end and say – I don’t think they want to be on the wrong side of history. I don’t think they want to go back and say, you know, on a procedural vote, I killed the most important bill of my political career. I don’t think they want to be there on that. So, I think in the end, we get them.”
Health care will pass – momentum

Joseph Berger, staff writer, 11-22-2009, “Centrist Senators Say They Oppose Health Care Bill,” NYT, http://www.nytimes.com/2009/11/23/health/policy/23talkshows.html
On a third show, Senator Charles Schumer of New York predicted that “at the end of the day” Democrats would unite behind an amended version of the bill and “everyone is going to be together.” “I think now the wind is at our back,” he said on CBS’s “Face the Nation.” “There’s a real momentum. And the good news here is we still have a very diverse caucus but every Democrat, from the most liberal to the most conservative, very much wants to get a bill.”
Health care will pass

AP, 11-22-2009, “Schumer says public option,” http://www.google.com/hostednews/ap/article/ALeqM5iMaHkF7hS9AS-o5sI3Ghx5ZQ2pQQD9C4LRI80

Democratic Sen. Chuck Schumer says health care reform that includes a public option can pass the Senate. Schumer says he is assuring his more conservative Democratic colleagues that the public option included in the Senate bill is "modest" and not the first step in a government takeover of the insurance industry. Schumer is also reminding fellow Democratic senators that the bill would allow states to opt out of the public option. He asks that they not prevent his constituents in New York from getting the public option they desire. Schumer predicts that at the end of the debate, the party will come together to support that version of a public option.

Yes Health Care

Health care will pass – overtures to Senate Republicans

Carl Hulse, 11-22-2009, “Democrats Focus on G.O.P. Senators From Maine,” NYT, http://www.nytimes.com/2009/11/23/health/policy/23health.html

Anxious about how little maneuvering room the weekend victory by Senate Democrats on health care provided, Obama administration officials and their Congressional allies are stepping up overtures to select Senate Republicans in hopes of winning their ultimate support. The two moderate Republican senators from Maine, Susan M. Collins and Olympia J. Snowe, both say Senator Harry Reid, the majority leader, reached out to them after he unveiled the Senate measure, encouraging them to bring forward their ideas and concerns. Ms. Collins also received a personal visit from a high-level Obama emissary, Interior Secretary Ken Salazar, a former senator who worked closely with her on various issues as part of a bipartisan coalition. After the party-line vote of 60-39 on Saturday night to move to a full health care debate, including votes on significant amendments, both sides are acutely aware of the wavering in their ranks, and trying to figure out how to play the numbers. Republican leaders conceded that the Democratic victory, while not conclusive, improved the odds that a bill would pass. “Ordinarily, when you do start debate on a bill like this, it ends up passing,” Senator John Kyl of Arizona, the assistant majority leader, said on CBS’s “Face the Nation.” “When these senators, for example, say, well, we’ll vote to start the bill but that doesn’t guarantee our vote at the end, the pressure at the end of the process is enormous.” Unlike most Senate Republicans, who dug in deeply against the health bill as it survived the crucial preliminary vote, the two Maine senators have left themselves open to considering a vote for some version of the overhaul if they can win significant changes in the measure during a Senate debate that is expected to last for weeks.


Will pass – Dems are willing to compromise

CNN, 11-22-2009, “Senate Dems suggest they’re open,” http://www.cnn.com/2009/POLITICS/11/22/health.care/

Amid conflicting and heated rhetoric, a political pragmatism began to emerge Sunday as senators prepared for a debate on a sweeping Democratic health care bill. Senate Democrats barely won a vote Saturday night to open debate on the 2,074-page bill. The debate on amending the proposal is expected to last for weeks and won't begin until after Thanksgiving. Some legislators got a head start Sunday, reciting well-honed arguments for and against the bill and offering perspectives on the political realities facing Congress. Sen. Dick Durbin of Illinois, the chamber's second-ranking Democrat, acknowledged he was open to changing the bill's controversial government-run public health insurance option favored by the left. "We are open because we want to pass the bill," Durbin told the NBC program "Meet the Press."

Will pass – Dems won’t ultimately be willing to scuttle it

Jon-Christopher Bua, writer for Sky News, 11-22-2009, “Health Care Now Or Never,” Sky News, http://blogs.news.sky.com/washingtonnotebook/Post:7a83db15-13cf-4c1f-8981-4ff43a687b06

Late Saturday night the Democratic Leader of the Senate Harry Reid did something right out of "Mission Impossible." Reid ensured that the Senate version of health care reform would come to the floor of the Senate for a vote. Moments later I spoke by cell phone with Senate Finance Chair Max Baucus who said that he was elated and excited to have Health Care Reform move one step closer to becoming a reality for all Americans. In a last ditch effort to scuttle this historic piece of legislation, the opposing forces literally "threw the political kitchen sink" at this proposed bill by attempting to scare the public, claiming that the legislation would result in "health care rationing", "taxpayer financed abortion" and "socialized medicine - UK style" - but to no avail. Although there are conservative, pro-life Democrats who will offer amendments to the current proposal, one thing is clear, none of them was willing to be the "one" that killed this important piece of ground breaking legislation. This brings President Obama one step closer to possibly the most significant legislative achievement of any first term President.

No Health Care

Health Care won’t pass – Nelson and Lieberman mean there’s no longer 60 votes and momentum is dead post procedural vote

Joseph Berger, 11-22-2009, “Centrist Senators Say They Oppose Health Care Bill,” NYT, http://www.nytimes.com/2009/11/23/health/policy/23talkshows.html
The morning after voting to commence debate on ground-breaking health care legislation, two centrist senators, Ben Nelson and Joseph I. Lieberman, said on Sunday that they were opposed to the bill as it is currently written, particularly its inclusion of a new government-run insurance program. Mr. Nelson, the Nebraska senator who voted with his fellow Democrats to start debate sometime after Thanksgiving, said that he was opposed to the bill’s insistence on a so-called public option — a government insurance plan that would compete with private firms to offer coverage for uninsured Americans. While the bill gives states the right to opt out of a public option, Senator Nelson said he would only support a bill that required states to opt in, a step that would stretch out the time that such a program could be broadly enacted. Such a provision would allow for more “state-based solutions” to issues of health care coverage, he said in an appearance on ABC’s “This Week With George Stephanopoulos.” “I don’t want a big government, Washington-run operation program that undermine the private insurance that 200 million Americans now have,” he said. He added that if the public option remained in the bill in its present form, he would refuse to stop an expected Republican filibuster. Because he is one of the 60 votes the Democrats had counted on to prevent a filibuster, his statement could dampen the enthusiasm for Democrats still exulting over their ability Saturday evening to come together to a crucial procedural vote and launch debate. Mr. Lieberman, the Connecticut independent who caucuses with the Democrats and one of the 60 senators voting to start debate, said that he too would ultimately oppose a bill with a public option because it would impose billion of dollars of new costs at a time that the country’s economy is not out of the woods. ““We have a health care system that’s in trouble, but we have an economic crisis, and I don’t want to fix the health care system in a way that creates more of an economic crisis,” he said on NBC’s “Meet the Press.” He also contended that given the government uses regulation to hold down excessive prices charged by a business, it was “radical” to have “government go into that business.” And he said that “the irony of ironies” is that the Congressional Budget Office has reported that the government-run program could end up charging more for health insurance than the current average charged by private firms.

Won’t pass – not enough democratic unity
Julian E. Barnes, 11-22-2009, “Centrist senators say healthcare bill needs major changes,” LA Times, http://www.latimes.com/news/nation-and-world/la-na-healthcare-senate23-2009nov23,0,1683305.story

Only a day after Senate Democrats voted to move into a historic debate on overhauling the nation's healthcare system, key centrists made it clear today that the party is still a long way from delivering on its promise to provide near-universal insurance coverage and contain medical costs. Faced with the prospect of Republican filibusters, Democratic leaders must deliver the same kind of total unity they managed to achieve in Saturday's vote to begin debate: Every Democratic senator, plus two independents who caucus with them, supported the key procedural motion. But several of those senators spoke out today to say that they will not support the healthcare bill itself unless major changes were made. Conservative Sen. Ben Nelson (D-Neb.) said on ABC's "This Week" that he voted to cut off a GOP filibuster and move into debate after the Thanksgiving recess only because that opened the way to changing the bill put forward by Senate Majority Leader Harry Reid (D-Nev.). "If I thought the bill couldn't be amended and couldn't be improved, I wouldn't vote to move it forward and move the debate," Nelson said. "When I saw the debate [on the motion to proceed] I said it can be amended, it can be improved. Debate can begin. We ought not to stop the opportunity to improve the bill." Nelson said that if the Reid bill itself had been before the Senate on Saturday, he would have voted to block it. "I would have voted no to end debate. . . . I would not have let it get off the floor. . . . That is the next round," he said. Meantime, Sen. Joe Lieberman of Connecticut, the former Democrat who is now an independent, said on NBC's "Meet the Press" that he voted to end debate only because he wants a chance to amend the bill, specifically to remove the so-called public option provision, under which some consumers would be offered an optional government insurance plan that would compete with private insurers. "I don't think anyone thinks this bill will pass as it is," Lieberman said, vowing to filibuster the final version of the bill if the public option remained. "I do not want to fix our healthcare system in a way that creates more of an economic crisis," he said, predicting that a public plan would drive up coverage costs, not lower them. "If we create a government insurance company, it will run a deficit and it is only the taxpayers who are going to pay for it."

Won’t pass – not enough votes

Carrie Budoff Brown and Patrick O’Connor, 11-22-2009, “How health care reform could fall apart,” Politico, http://www.politico.com/news/stories/1109/29798.html

Senate Majority Leader Harry Reid eked out 60 votes on a procedural motion to start the health care debate Saturday night – but there’s no guarantee he can pass a bill on the merits. And as he struggles, the reasons are clear: deep divides among Democrats on a public insurance plan, abortion, tax hikes and cost-cutting. Liberals want the plan to be generous enough. Moderates fear a budget-buster. And everyone is trying to avoid angering seniors. Even in the blush of Saturday’s victory, Reid (D-Nev.) is far from having the votes to move his $848 billion package to final passage. At least four centrists have pledged to oppose it in its current form, largely over the public option. Reid is in a bind. Stay to the left, and moderates vote no. Move a tad to the right, and Reid faces insurrection from the left, as liberals in his own caucus and in the House vow not to compromise any further on their signature issue. As one of the Senate most liberal members, Bernie Sanders (I-Vt.), told POLITICO’s The Arena: “I have made it clear to the administration and Democratic leadership that my vote for the final bill is by no means guaranteed.” Health care reform proponents considered Saturday’s vote a major milestone, one that significantly boosted the odds of passing a bill. But, as Senate Minority Leader Mitch McConnell (R-Ky.) vowed Saturday, “the battle has just begun.” Here are the battle lines where President Barack Obama’s vision of reform could falter. No good option for public option A Democratic dream – expanding the government’s role in guaranteeing health care to the uninsured – might well be reform’s undoing. Public option proponents, including Sanders and Sen. Sherrod Brown (D-Ohio), say they have already given up enough. They agreed to forgo a single-payer system. They decided not to push a government plan tied to Medicare rates. And they accepted Reid’s proposal to include the opt-out provision. That’s it, they say. The more conservative members of the caucus won’t budge either. They agreed Saturday to allow the debate to begin, but effectively killed the opt-out idea – Reid’s attempt at compromise. Right now, there is no public option plan that could garner 60 votes. A public plan “trigger” if private insurers fall short could come close – saying, losing Sanders but picking up Olympia Snowe (R-Maine) – but there’s no guarantee it would fly in the House.
No Health Care
Health Care won’t pass – abortion

Carrie Budoff Brown and Patrick O’Connor, 11-22-2009, “How health care reform could fall apart,” Politico, http://www.politico.com/news/stories/1109/29798.html

No room for abortion compromise It’s one of the most emotionally charged issues in the debate, with anti-abortion activists insisting that health reform cannot expand federal funding for abortions. But when it comes down to whether Democrats can accomplish health reform this year, it becomes a vote-counting problem – how many anti-abortion Democrats would walk away from a bill they don’t like? Reid can’t afford a single defection – and already, Sen. Ben Nelson (D-Neb.), who opposes abortion rights, says weak language could be enough to oppose final passage. House Speaker Nancy Pelosi (D-Calif.) could lose at least 10 Democrats if the Senate tried to water down the tough anti-abortion language in her bill. At the same time, about 40 Democrats in the House say they can’t vote for a bill that goes as far as the House bill does now, with the so-called Stupak amendment that prevents a public insurance plan from offering elective abortions. The big player here isn’t Reid or Pelosi but the Catholic Church, which helped get the Stupak amendment into the House bill. Any abortion language may have to win the backing of the church for members to sign on – and the church is sticking by a tough anti-abortion stance that angers many liberals. Is there a middle ground? That’s not at all clear.

Health Care won’t pass – gridlock over public option

Carl Hulse, 11-22-2009, “Democrats Focus on G.O.P. Senators From Maine,” NYT, http://www.nytimes.com/2009/11/23/health/policy/23health.html

A handful of the senators who voted somewhat reluctantly to let the floor fight proceed have pointedly not promised to cooperate in the event of a later filibuster, which will likely stand in the way of final passage, providing further incentives to try to convert a Republican or two. “If the public option is still in there, the only resort we have is to say no at the end to reporting the bill off the floor,” said Senator Joseph I. Lieberman of Connecticut, an independent who caucuses with the Democrats and was on one of the 60 Senators voting to let the debate begin. “We have a health care system that’s in trouble, but we have an economic crisis, and I don’t want to fix the health care system in a way that creates more of an economic crisis.” He appeared on NBC’s “Meet the Press.” Although the two Maine senators both adhered to the Republican party line when they voted on Saturday, when they spoke on the Senate floor beforehand they stayed aloof from the assaults on the measure orchestrated by other Republicans. Both senators have been talking privately with Democrats and independents about devising joint amendments in such areas as cost control, and both said they would continue to look for compromises. “I’m prepared to continue to work to improve the legislation,” said Ms. Snowe, who said how her proposals are handled will “be a true test of whether there is a will to improve this legislation in a non-ideological, bipartisan manner.” Ms. Snowe was a central participant in the months of closed-door talks by the Senate Finance Committee and was the only Republican to endorse the panel’s proposal. But she was sidelined as Mr. Reid and other Democratic leaders took over the job of assembling the current measure from the work of the two committees and the House. Once Mr. Reid, in response to appeals from a majority of Senate Democrats, added a public health insurance option to his legislation, he lost Ms. Snowe, who favors a proposal to trigger the creation of a public plan only in states where other provisions of the bill fail to make affordable insurance widely available. She said that she fears Mr. Reid has locked himself into a procedural dilemma in which opponents of a public option cannot produce 60 votes to change the measure but supporters of the measure cannot muster 60 votes to pass it, leading to a parliamentary stalemate.
Won’t pass – public option

CNN, 11-22-2009, “Senate Dems suggest they’re open,” http://www.cnn.com/2009/POLITICS/11/22/health.care/

The 60-39 Senate vote Saturday to open debate revealed the partisan divide on the issue, and the fragility of the Democratic support. Democrats needed their entire caucus, including two independents, to muster the 60 votes required in the 100-member chamber to overcome a Republican filibuster. Now several conservative and moderate Democrats say they won't support a final bill that includes a public insurance option. Republicans unanimously oppose the public option, which means it cannot survive in the chamber without unanimous Democratic support. "I don't think anybody feels this bill will pass" in its current form, Independent Sen. Joe Lieberman of Connecticut told NBC's "Meet the Press." Lieberman voted to start debate on the bill, but reiterated Sunday he would join a Republican filibuster if the public option remains in the proposal when it comes time to end the debate. He called the public option a "radical departure" from the government regulation and litigation traditionally used to deal with failed competition in the U.S. market economy. Other risky issues for Democrats include abortion and tax increases to pay for health care reform. A comic moment occurred when Republican Sen. Jon Kyl of Arizona and Democratic Sen. Charles Schumer of New York responded simultaneously when asked on the CBS program "Face the Nation" if the Senate bill would raise taxes, Kyl saying "yes" and Schumer saying "no."

