Breaking Down Barriers:
How to Debate

Sample of The Basics Section

Written by Jim Hanson with Brian Simmonds, Jeff Shaw and Ross Richendrfer



Breaking Down Barriers:
How to Debate

Sample of The Basics Section

Table of Contents

BASIC SKILLS SECTION ... Page
Chapter 1: Introduction t0 Debate.........c.uuviiiieeiiiccie e 2 Basics
Chapter 2: Preparing YOour AFQUMENTS ........eeiieeiiiiiieieeea e e e eaiiiieeee e e e e s sneeseeeee e s s s snnseeeeas 6 Basics
Chapter 3: Preparing YOUE CaSe.......ouiuuuieeiiaaeeaaitiieeee e e e ettt e e e e e s s einbbeeeeaa e e e sneeaeeas 15 Basics
Chapter 4: Presenting YOUF CaSe......coicuuuueetiaaaeiiiiiieeeea e s e e sitteeee e e e e s saissbeeeeaa e s e snseaeeas 21 Basics
Chapter 5: Responding t0 ArQUMENTS.........eiieeiiiiiiiieeeeeessesiieeee e e e e s sssnnereee e e e e e s snnnneeees 26 Basics
Chapter 6: Rebuilding ArgUMENTS .........vvviiiiiee e e e 32 Basics
Chapter 7: Cross-EXamination ...........occcuuiieiieeii i e e e e e 39 Basics
Chapter 8: What to do in @ Mini-Debate ............cccvviieeieeiiiiiiieee e 44 Basics
Chapter 9: Different Kinds of DEDALE .........ccoeiiiiiiiiiiiiiiie e 53 Basics

The Sample includes only Chapter 1.



Chapter 1

Introduction to Debate

What is Debate?

Controversial Issues

Have you ever heard someone say you
should not discuss certain issues such
as religion and politics? You are not
likely to hear that in an academic
debate because debaters are willing to
discuss nearly any issue.

Some people still have a difficult time
talking about some issues, especially
when the issue directly affects their
lives. A common comment | have
heard is, “I get very emotional when |
debate certain issues.” Probably at the
top of the list of these issues is
abortion. Abortion is a tough issue to
discuss, but it needs to be discussed,
as do many other issues, including the
tough ones.

When you debate these issues,
remember that people have different
viewpoints and you should respect
those viewpoints. Be sensitive to how
others feel, keep an open mind, and
remember that you debate to discuss
the issues. Don'’t use debate to attack
people and their feelings. Instead,
respect people’s strong opinions
because it shows they care.

You can discuss the toughest and most
important issues if you are sensitive
enough. That is what makes debate
such a special activity.

Be nice in your debates

While you do want to be assertive in
your debates, avoid attacking your
opponents. Comments like “they are
stupid” and “that’s the dumbest
argument I've ever heard” just hurt
feelings and provoke angry responses.
Keep the focus on the issues as the
vast majority of debaters do. You'll
enjoy your debates more, make more
friends, and you'll learn more.

What is your opinion about the death penalty? What
about sending American troops into other nations? How about affirmative
action? When 1 first joined my school’s debate team, | had opinions about
these and many other issues but | had no idea what academic debate was. |
had seen two presidential candidates debate and | had certainly been in
many “debates” with my friends, parents, brother, and sister. But, | did not
know what academic debate was or what happened in a debate.

I quickly found out when | went to a tournament and watched
another school eat our senior debaters alive. | wanted to stand up and defend
my team. | am glad | did not. No doubt | would have become our
opponent’s dessert. But | vowed during that debate to work my hardest to be
a good debater. | wanted to be able to express my ideas and to defend them
convincingly.

If you have a similar interest in becoming a better advocate, debate
is the activity for you. In this chapter, | will introduce you to academic
debate. | will discuss what debate is, why debating is a good idea, the issues
that you debate, the affirmative and negative side of the issues, and what
happens in a debate.
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Two debaters speaking their mind about an important issue.

WHAT IS DEBATE?

I imagine you have had arguments with other people. You have
probably argued about what movie to see with your friends, about whether it
is your turn to do the dishes with your brother or sister, and about what the
best video game is with anyone that disagreed with you. These arguments
are like debates, but they usually differ in an important way. The difference
is that DEBATE occurs when TWO SIDES ATTEMPT TO PERSUADE
ANOTHER PERSON THAT THEIR POSITION ON AN ISSUE IS
MORE CONVINCING. So, if you and your brother tried to convince each
other to do the dishes, you were arguing. But, if both of you tried to
convince your parents who should do the dishes, you were debating.

Academic debate probably takes on a more formal role than debates
you have had with your brother in front of your parents. IN ACADEMIC
DEBATE, TWO SIDES ARGUE AN ISSUE IN FRONT OF A JUDGE
OR JUDGES. For example, one debate team might argue that we should
increase sex education in schools against another team that argues schools
should not deal with this subject. A judge watches the debate and makes a
decision in favor of the side that he or she believes made more convincing
arguments.




Debaters take positions on
many issues.

Why do | have to debate
both sides of the topic?

This question is one that President
Theodore Roosevelt asked when he
called academic debate a moral
perversity because people sometimes
take positions with which they
disagree. Debaters will agree that it is
a bit strange to finish one debate and
then go right into another and argue
virtually the complete opposite
position. But academic debate’s
purpose is not to encourage you to
repeat what you already think about
an issue. Debate makes you argue
both sides of an issue and in doing
so, helps you learn why each side
believes what it does. Arguing both
sides will help you make an even
stronger case for your position
because now you will know the other
side’s arguments and how to defeat
them. Plus, you might actually change
your mind. This “moral perversion”
will make you more open minded and
a better advocate.

These two debaters get quite
heated about an issue they
are debating.

An affirmative speaker tries to convince the judge while her
opponent, the negative debater, takes notes.

WHY DEBATE?

Debate is a fantastic activity that will prepare you for a life of
success in many ways. | know it has helped me to think more systematically,
to speak better, and to have a deeper appreciation of the issues that confront
our world. I strongly believe that debate can benefit you as well. Debate will
make you a better speaker. You will organize and present ideas in a credible
manner. Debate will sharpen your critical thinking skills, skills that a
Carnegie Foundation study concluded are some of the most important
students can develop.

Scholars Ronald Matlon and Thompson Briggers have
demonstrated the benefit of these skills in a series of articles. Both
documented that disproportionately large numbers of successful business,
political, and legal leaders are former debaters. Included in the most notable
of this group are former president John F. Kennedy, news journalist Jane
Pauley, actress Justine Bateman, and famous legal scholar Laurence Tribe. |
can attest to Matlon and Briggers’ findings because | am proud to have
coached a Columbia Law School honors student, a Rhodes Scholar, and a
doctorate in the renowned department of Astronomy at the University of
Arizona. Someday you may join this group of respected people.

Even if you do not, debate is still a fun and educational activity.
You get the opportunity to engage in an intellectually challenging discussion
of ideas you and other smart people have. You develop skills that will make
you a more effective advocate. And, perhaps most important, you develop a
lasting group of friends who share your interests.

THE ISSUES YOU DEBATE

I hope | have made a convincing case for debate because it really is
a tremendous activity. Debate provides a forum for discussing important and
interesting issues like tougher sentences on violent criminals, tighter
restrictions on logging trees, and the legalization of marijuana. The issues
that you debate depend on the topic that debate teams choose. The topic that
you debate is called a resolution. A RESOLUTION IS THE TOPIC OF
DEBATE, A STATEMENT IN SUPPORT OF A STAND ON AN ISSUE.
Examples of resolutions include, “Resolved: That the United States
government should substantially change its foreign policy toward the
People’s Republic of China,” and “Resolved: That security from terrorist
attacks is more important than civil liberties.” You debate a topic for one
month, two months, or the entire year.

THE AFFIRMATIVE AND NEGATIVE SIDE

When you debate these resolutions, you will argue them from two



